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Environmental 
Sustainability Rotary 

Action Group 
ESRAG
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Climate Action Summit 2025
Los Altos Rotary Club

January, 2025
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Earth Day 
2025

Mini-Grant 
Recipients
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Rotary Club of Alameda
Environmental Committee, Joyce Mercado
2025 Earth Day Mini-Grant Recipient



15 5/31/2025

Rotary Club of STAR Silicon Valley
Environmental Committee, Funda Erdin
2025 Earth Day Mini-Grant Recipient

Lithium-Ion Battery Recycling with
Redwood Materials
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San Jose Rotary Club
2025 Earth Day Mini-Grant Recipient: Alrie 
Middlebrook

Coyote 
Valley 
Agroecology 
Coalition 
River Clean-
up Day & 
Regenerative 
Farming 
Initiative
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Gilroy Sunrise Rotary
Environmental Committee, Marth Martinez
2025 Earth Day Mini-Grant Recipient

Plastic-Free 
Gilroy 

Initiative
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Rotary Club of Piedmont-Montclair
Environmental Committee, Saralinda Jackson
2025 Earth Day Mini-Grant Recipient

Area 1 
Cleanup of 

Lake Merritt
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Santa Cruz Sunrise Rotary Club
Environmental Committee, Tiffany Wise-West
2025 Earth Day Mini-Grant Recipient

Coastal Habitat 
Restoration
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District 5170 
Club Projects

2024-2025



21 5/31/2025

Los Altos Rotary Club
Environmental Committee, Sherry Auerbach

•Lithium Ion battery recycling

•Seed Collection-Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space--
Mid Peninsula Open Space

•Beach Clean Up-Surfers Beach, Pillar Point, Montara 
Beach-Pacific Beach Coalition

•Habitat Restoration-Byrne Park Preserve, Redwood 
Grove-Grass Roots Ecology

•Fine Art in the Park-Elimination of plastics, promote 
alternative transportation with expanded bike park, 
educational signage on recycling

•Environmentally focused LARC speakers

•Nextrex plastic challenge
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Cupertino Rotary Club
Environmental Committee, Steve LeFevre
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Cupertino Rotary Club
Climate Action Committee, Steve LeFevre

Cupertino Rotary - Climate Action Committee
• Solar installations:

o Funding for the non-profit, Delta Learning Center, in Antioch completed. Rotary club of Oakland and Hammond 
Climate Solutions also contributed to the funding for this project. GRID Alternatives will be performing the 
installation work for this project. We are projecting a 1 year payback for this project!

o Life Services Alternatives home in San Jose - installation completed in February and we are projecting a 2 year 
payback for the project.  This was a 36 panel installation for the home which houses developmentally challenged 
individuals. SunWork provided the technical leadership for the project and installation. Funding provided by 
Cupertino Rotary and Hammond Climate Solutions.

• Artistic Bike Racks: Agreement reached with the City of Cupertino, bike rack designs completed and ordered. Delivery 
expected in June and installation to begin shortly thereafter.

• Regenerative Farming: MOU with the Guadalupe River Park Conservancy - Historic Orchard to be signed this week, so 
we are now moving into the planning stage and field preparation work. This will be a demonstration project with regular 
updates to local constituents, community leaders, Rotary on the progress and benefits of regenerative agriculture 
(carbon reduction and sequestration, reduced water usage, healthier crops).

• Community Harvest: Cupertino Rotary setup a fruit harvesting process in conjunction with Village Harvest and ran a 
pilot in Cupertino for gathering fruit and providing the harvested crop to our local food bank, West Valley Community 
Services. Pilot was a success so we are moving to the implementation phase and will begin planning regular harvest 
activities. We are developing social media and local newspaper communications to gather momentum for the project 
and ongoing activities. We are trying to develop a low cost project that can be replicated to other interested Rotary 
groups/cities.

• Hunger at Home: Monthly volunteer work at their food distribution in San Jose.  Typically, we have 4 - 5 volunteers each 
month participating. 
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San Jose Rotary Club
Environmental Committee, Megan Fluke & 
Shawn Gerth
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San Jose Rotary Club
Environmental Committee, Megan Fluke & 
Shawn Gerth
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Palo Alto University Rotary Club
Environmental Committee, Don MacKenzie

We had participation from the 
Palo Alto/University Rotary, the 
Palo Alto Rotary, the East Palo 
Alto/Bayshore Rotary and the 
Palo Alto Kiwanians. We took out 
non-native plants, made 2000 
stakes for new plants, made 100 
gopher cages to keep new  plants 
safe, and collected canned food 
for the Palo Alto Downtown Food 
Closet. 
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Oakland Rotary Club #3
Environmental Committee, Dr. Joel Parrott
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Saratoga Rotary Club
Environmental Committee, Nancy Shih & Phil 
Young

*NexTrex: Hard 
to Recycle Thin 
Plastics
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D. 5170 Climate Action Council
• 2nd Weds of Each Month
• 4:30 – 5:30pm – Zoom
• Share resources, project ideas, and build 

camaraderie
• Possibly beginning a District-Wide GoGreen 

Team in 2025-2026



Sharing Rotarian Authors & Speakers for the Environment

Joyce Mercado

Tami Mulcahy

Alrie Middlebrook

Rod Diridon, Sr. 

Don Maruska
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Environmental Websites & Resources

• www.esrag.org
• www.projectdrawdown.org
• Environmental Awareness & Climate Action | Rotary Club of 

Livermore Valley (livermorevalleyrotary.org)
• News+Views | Andrew Gunther - An Environmental Scientist 

who Speaks your Language
• Lithium-Ion Battery Recycling - ESRAG - Environmental 

Sustainability Rotary Action Group
• https://www.svyouthclimateaction.org/
• Citizens' Climate Lobby | A Climate Change Organization
• Home - Mothers Out Front

http://www.esrag.org/
http://www.projectdrawdown.org/
https://livermorevalleyrotary.org/page/environmental-awareness-amp-climate-action
https://livermorevalleyrotary.org/page/environmental-awareness-amp-climate-action
https://andrewgunther.com/news-views/
https://andrewgunther.com/news-views/
https://esrag.org/lithium-ion-battery-recycling/
https://esrag.org/lithium-ion-battery-recycling/
https://www.svyouthclimateaction.org/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
https://mothersoutfront.org/
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Calls to Action
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All solutions are not created equal. 

Reduction of Fossil Fuel Emissions
is the key to a sustainable future. 
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We do not inherit the earth 
from our ancestors, 

we borrow it from our children.
 

Native American Proverb 
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Thank you

Let’s Connect! ☺
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